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Introduction



What do we do ? 



What do we do ? 

• Matching with Administrative Data : 

• Statistic Canada – Tax returns from age 20-39:
- Economics: Employment, Earnings, Social Transfer, 
- Social outcomes: composition of household, professional organizations …

• Ministry of education – Quebec : secondary school degree

• Ministry of Justice – Quebec: Number of criminal offenses at age 24 for each subject



OUTLINE 



MLES - Program Content



EXPERIMENTAL DESIGN 



Example: 
Child component on self-control 



Child component on self-
control 



Validity of the experiment



Identification of skills during 
adolescence  



Adolescent outcomes 



Illustration: Early adolescence 
self-control and trust



Additional adoloscent outcomes: 
no impact



School performance 



Adult outomes 
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Employment income



Criminal records and Group 
Membership 



Cost – Benefits 



Cost – Benefits analysis 



Costs – Benefits 
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CONCLUSION

• Adolescent outcomes
• Self-control and Trust boosted in early adolescent, no impact on other non-cognitive skills/IQ
• Impact on grades and academic achievement in a second phase, late adolescence
• Tentative interpretations on channels: knock-out analysis shows that academic achievement and later 

adult outcomes are highly correlated with the boost in self-control and trust  

• Adult outcomes
• Increase average early income by 20%, decrease yearly social transfers by 40%
• Increase 15% probability of being married, and being part of an professional organization
• Increase by 19% probability of high-school graduation , and reduction in crime 
• 1 $ invested at age 8 yields 11$ in benefits at age 39. IRR=17%



CONTRIBUTION

• Recent short-term intervention , better designed and with larger sample….but no long-run 
evaluation 
• Growth mindset and goal-setting (Dobronyi et al. 2019, Alan et al. 2019, Yeager et al. 2019, Huillery et al., 

2023), 
• Emotional and social competence (Domitrovich et al. 2007; Conduct Problems Prevention Research Group 

2010), prosociality (Kosse et al. 2019), automaticity during high school (Heller et al. 2017)…



ANNEX - TABLES
Early Adolescent Outcomes 



ANNEX - TABLES
Late Adolescent Outcomes  



ANNEX - TABLES
Young Adult Outcomes 
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 Adult Outcomes 


