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Psychosocial problems among young children,

especially infants (0-3 years), often go overlooked.

Socioeconomic status (SES) is strongly associated with

psychosocial health among children.

The results of the association studies are inconsistent

due to differential indicators of SES.

Indicators of socio-economic status associated with 
risk of psychosocial problems in 2-year-old children 

Introduction
This study aims to explore the association between a broad

range of SES indicators and psychosocial problems among 2-

year-old children in a general population.

SES indicators:
•Maternal educational level/ethnic background/work

•Paternal ethnic background/educational level

Risk of psychosocial problems: Brief Infant–Toddler
Social–Emotional Assessment (BITSEA)

•Problem subscale:  risk of socio-emotional problems 

•Competence subscale: risk of competence delay
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Figure 1. population for analysis Table 1. characteristics

Table 2. multivariate logistic regression models

Parental educational level and parental ethnic
background are associated with 2-year-old children’s
risk of psychosocial problems. 

More research is needed into the mechanisms regarding
the association between socioeconomic status and
child psychosocial problems. 

In total, 8.7% of 2149 children (age=24.6±1.8 months, 50.1%

boys) were at risk of socio-emotional problems, and 13.8% were

at risk of competence delay. The characteristics of population

were shown in the Table 1.

The associations varied between maternal ethnic backgrounds

(Dutch vs non-Dutch). The results of multivariate logistic

regression were shown in the Table 2 within two subgroups.


