
Methods
Snowball sampling was used to find
participants living in five urban areas of
Bissau, Guinea-Bissau, in June 2020. Semi-
structured, open-ended interviews were
conducted with 24 adolescents aged 15-17
years, attending private and public schools.
All interviews were conducted in Kriol,
recorded, transcribed, translated and
analysed.

Introduction
The Covid-19 pandemic has affected all
countries in the world. Globally,
governments have been implementing strict
restrictions on movement and gatherings
since early 2020 leading to periodic school
closures. In Guinea-Bissau, school closure
was one of the first restrictions
implemented in battling the Covid-19
pandemic. All schools both private and
public were closed in March 2020 until
October 2020. The aim of the qualitative
study is to describe and analyse the impact
of the school closures on adolescents aged
15-17 years in low-income sub-Saharan
setting in times of the Covid-19 pandemic.

Preliminary Results
All participants expressed that they had not
received any assistance from their schools
during the ongoing lockdown. Although, few
participants mentioned that they had received
some educational support from family
members. Some participants presented ideas
on how the schools could assist them in
continuing their education during the
lockdown. Most commonly they mentioned
receiving homework form teachers and
distance learning as viable options.
Furthermore, many talked about being bored
and having nothing to do except sit at home.
They missed their school colleagues and were
concerned for their well-being. They were also
worried about the future and would have to
repeat the academic year they had lost.

Conclusion
Young people in Bissau have a clear notion of
their existence and current situation, affecting
their future prospects. Their voices need to be
heard and acted upon to mitigate school
closures’ negative impact on adolescents in
Guinea-Bissau as elsewhere.
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Assign homework

“ They were supposed to go to 
school and give us some 

homework for us to do at home 
and if we finish the homework we 

should bring it back to them” 
(female, 17).
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Family member teaching 
adolescents 

“My uncle sometimes takes the 
board out and takes the initiative to 

exercise the subject with us” 
(male, 17).

Reopen schools 

”I think they should reduce the 
number of students per class and 

make the use of masks compulsory, 
maybe that could help. Place buckets 
of water for handwashing at any time, 

and avoid crowding” 
(female, 17).

Distance learning 

”I would like teachers to go to 
radios to give classes. As long as 

they indicate the radio station, we 
can tune in and follow” 

(female, 16)

Missing classmates

“I miss my classmates 
and teachers and the 

things we used to do at 
school” 

(male, 15).

Delayed education 

“It has delayed me, 
because if we didn't 
have coronavirus, I 
would be studying 

right now, we would 
have already taken 

the exams”
(male, 15).

Bored/depressed

“I miss it. Because I practically just 
stay at home without doing anything. 
In times when I went to school, I felt 

more comfortable, because I read 
subjects and did all the school tasks. 
But these times, I just stay at home 

doing nothing. That is very 
complicated” 

(male, 17).

No school support 

“We are just standing still. The school has 
not found any other way to teach us” 

(female, 17).


