A New Development Paradigm for the world
— an economy-in-society-in nature

Kate E Pickett, Department of Health Sciences, University of York
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Figure 3: Happiness and Real Income in the United States, 1972-2008. NOTE: Mean happiness (left scale) is the
average reply from respondents to the U.S. General Social Survey. The survey question asks: "Taken all together, how
would you say things are these days? Would you say that you are not too happy, pretty happy or very happy?" These
values were coded as 1, 2 and 3, respectively [26].
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Figure 4: GDP (Gross Domestic Product) and GPI (Genuine Progress Indicator) for the U.S. from 1950 to 2005) [27].
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Figure 5. A safe and just space for humanity—the sustainable and desirable doughnut [34].



United Nations A zesesiae

General Assembly 25 Amgnat 2011

Resolution adopted by the General Assembly

[withour reference to a Main Committes (A/05/L.86 and Add 1)]

65/309. Happiness: towards a holistic approach to development

The General Aszembly,

EBearing in mind the pwposes and principles of the United Nations, as set forth
i the Charter of the Umited Nations, which mmclude the promotion of the economic
advancement and social progress of all peoples,

Conscious that the pursuit of happiness 15 a fundamental buman goal,

Cognizant that happiness as a universal goal and aspiration embodies the sput
of the Millennium Development Goals,

Recognizing that the gross domestc product indicator by nature was not
designed to and does not adeguately reflect the happiness and well-being of people
in a country,

Conscious that unsustainable patterns of producton and consumption can
impede sustainable development, and recogmzing the need for a more inclusive,
equitable and balanced approach to economic growth that promotes sustainable
development, poverty eradication, happiness and well-being of all peoples,

Acknowledging the need to promote sustainable development and achieve the
Millennium Development Goals,

1. Imvites Member States to pursue the elaboration of additional measures
that better capture the importance of the purswt of happiness and well-being n
development with a view to guiding their public policies;

2. Imvites those Member States that have taken inifiatives to develop new
indicators, and other mifiatives, to share information thereon with the
Secretarv-General as a contnbution to the Umited MNations development agenda, ARES/65/309

including the Millenmium Development Goals;

3. Welcomes the offer of Bhutan to convene duning the sixty-sixth session of "‘f‘ll'b*i'_’gnt;“d to cff'm“'“ica.te s?ﬂd]:r “"iiews to the General Assembly at its
the General Assembly a panel discussion on the theme of happiness and well-being; sixty-seventh session for consideranon.

4. Imvites the Secretary-General to seek the views of Member States and jagzh-p:e";;; ??ﬁgﬁ
relevant regional and international orgamizations on the pursuit of happiness and -y
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Goal: human happiness and the
wellbeing of all life on earth

e Ecological sustainability
e Fair distribution

e Efficient allocation of resources




International Expert Working Group

e Jan/Feb 2013, Thimphu, Bhutan
e 50+ ‘thought leaders’ in 2 working groups
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New UN goals call for end to extreme
poverty by 2030

Panel co-chaired by David Cameron insists that going beyond
millennium development goals 'can actually be done’

Seeking to move beyond the MDGs, which aim to halve extreme poverty (defined as people earning
less than $1.25 a day) by 2015, the panel called for extreme poverty to be ended for good. It also
proposes eliminating preventable infant deaths and reducing maternal mortality.

But the proposals do not include a standalone goal on inequality, reflecting Cameron's priorities:
growth rather than reducing inequality.

Development experts say widening gaps in wealth and opportunity have acted as a brake on
poverty reduction, as well as hindering progress in child survival, nutrition and education. The 1.2
billion poorest people account for only 1% of world consumption while the billion richest consume
72%.

"Nice goals, but the elephant in the post-2015 room is inequality," said Andy Sumner, a
development economist at King's College London. "We find in our number-crunching that poverty
can only be ended if inequality falls so one should ask: where's the inequality goal? Something
resembling that elephant in the room — on data disaggregation —is in annex 1 of the report, but will
anyone remember an annex note in 2030?"

Alex Cobham, a research fellow at the Centre for Global Development in Europe, said: "What's
disappointing is the treatment of economic inequality: in the face of overwhelming consensus from
the global consultation that the MDGs had failed to address inequality, and that the new
framework should include a standalone goal, the panel's proposal is silent."



http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2013/may/29/inadequate-care-pregnancy-birth-deadly
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2013/jan/28/mumbai-monolith-post-2015-inequality
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/aboutkings/worldwide/initiatives/global/intdev/people/Sumner/Edward-Sumner-Version04March2013.pdf
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development
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pragmatic approach to bring genuine prosperity and well being to everyone on the planet ASAP
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