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Goal: human happiness and the 
wellbeing of all life on earth 

• Ecological sustainability 
• Fair distribution 
• Efficient allocation of resources 



International Expert Working Group 

• Jan/Feb 2013, Thimphu, Bhutan 
• 50+ ‘thought leaders’ in 2 working groups 















New UN goals call for end to extreme 
poverty by 2030 

Panel co-chaired by David Cameron insists that going beyond 
millennium development goals 'can actually be done' 

 • Seeking to move beyond the MDGs, which aim to halve extreme poverty (defined as people earning 
less than $1.25 a day) by 2015, the panel called for extreme poverty to be ended for good. It also 
proposes eliminating preventable infant deaths and reducing maternal mortality. 

• But the proposals do not include a standalone goal on inequality, reflecting Cameron's priorities: 
growth rather than reducing inequality. 

• Development experts say widening gaps in wealth and opportunity have acted as a brake on 
poverty reduction, as well as hindering progress in child survival, nutrition and education. The 1.2 
billion poorest people account for only 1% of world consumption while the billion richest consume 
72%. 

• "Nice goals, but the elephant in the post-2015 room is inequality," said Andy Sumner, a 
development economist at King's College London. "We find in our number-crunching that poverty 
can only be ended if inequality falls so one should ask: where's the inequality goal? Something 
resembling that elephant in the room – on data disaggregation – is in annex 1 of the report, but will 
anyone remember an annex note in 2030?" 

• Alex Cobham, a research fellow at the Centre for Global Development in Europe, said: "What's 
disappointing is the treatment of economic inequality: in the face of overwhelming consensus from 
the global consultation that the MDGs had failed to address inequality, and that the new 
framework should include a standalone goal, the panel's proposal is silent." 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2013/may/29/inadequate-care-pregnancy-birth-deadly
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2013/jan/28/mumbai-monolith-post-2015-inequality
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/aboutkings/worldwide/initiatives/global/intdev/people/Sumner/Edward-Sumner-Version04March2013.pdf
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development
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