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Outline

• The economi crisis in Greece: deep and prolonged
• The refugee crisis: disproportionate burden on Greece, 

a mother and child issue
• Impact on health: not a single pattern, areas of 

uncertainty
• Response to the crisis: austerity and horizontal cuts
• Conclusions



The economic crisis
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Source: https://data.oecd.org/unemp/unemployment-rate.htm. Accessed: October 2015

Total unemployment rate, % of labour force,
selected European countries, 2000–2014

GR 2014: 26.5%
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Total long-term unemployment rate, % of unemployed,
selected European countries, 2000–2013

GR 2013: 67.1%

Source: https://data.oecd.org/unemp/unemployment-rate.htm. Accessed: October 2015
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Definition of Youth unemployment rate 
The youth unemployment rate is the number of unemployed 15-24 year-olds expressed as a 
percentage of the youth labour force. Unemployed people are those who report that they are 
without work, that they are available for work and that they have taken active steps to find work in 
the last four weeks

Youth unemployment rate Total, % of youth labour force, 2000 – 2013
Source: Labour Market Statistics: Labour force statistics by sex and age: indicators 
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The refugee crisis
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Impact of economic crisis on health



Disease-specific mortality, both genders,
Greece, 2001–2013
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Source: ECDC, WHO/Euro, Tuberculosis surveillance and monitoring in Europe, 2015



Disease-specific mortality, both genders,
Greece, 2001–2013
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Reported impact of economic crisis,
Health Behaviour in School-Aged Children (HBSC) survey,

Greece, 2014 (ages 11, 13, 15 yrs)

Total Boys Girls P-value
N=4113 N=2048 N=2065

At least one parent
lost job

21.3% 21.9% 20.8% ns

Stopped going on 
trips/holidays

27.9% 25.3% 30.5% <0.001

Unable to buy food 5.4% 4.6% 6.2% <0.05

Family tension 27.3% 23.2% 31.2% <0.001

Source: Kokkevi A et al, UNICEF, 2014



Health Behaviour in School-Aged Children (HBSC) survey,
Greece, 2010 and 2014 (ages 11, 13, 15 yrs)

2010 2014
N=4899 N=4113

At least one parent
unemployed

6.0% 13.0%

Smoking
(last 30 days)

11.4% 8.2%

Cannabis use
(last 30 days)

4.0% 4.9%

Physical activity
twice a week or more

69.5% 74.0%

Good relationships in family
(scale 0-10): 8-10

81.0% 81.7%

Source: Kokkevi A et al, UNICEF, 2014



Undernutrition?

• Anecdotal accounts
• HBSC, 2014

• Children 6-59 months, refugee camps

Unable to buy food
Total 5.4

Age:        11 yrs 3.6
13 yrs 5.3
15 yrs 7.5 P<0.001

Gender:      Boys 4.6
Girls 6.2 P<0.05



Evidence of very low malrnutrition rate
among children in refugee camps in Greece

Mid-Upper Arm Circumference (MUAC) screening
in informal refugee camps at the Northern Greece 

border (Idomeni, EKO, BP/Hara),
by MSF, 11-14 May 2016

Source: Save the children, 2016



Response to the crisis



Response to the crisis

• Horizontal cuts
• Troika: pressure for immediate results in expenditure 

cuts in health sector (MoU provisions)
• No (or very limited) structural reforms
• No policies or service development to counterbalance 

the impact of the crisis (e.g. long-standing weaknesses 
of the Greek health system: primary health care, public 
health, children in need)  on the contrary, these were 
the first victims



National study on vaccination coverage
of Roma children aged 2-6 yrs, 2012-13

acroo Estimate of vaccination coverage
Dose Low (N=211) High (N=188)

No vaccination at all 9% 18%
BCG at birth 0 0
Diphth.-Tetanus-Pertussis 1 79% 89%

3 53% 59%
Polio 1 80% 88%

3 52% 58%
Measles-Mumps-Rubella 1 43% 48%

2 7% 8%
Sample: 30 Roma settlements across the country, stratified by geographical 
region and type of housing.

Source: Panagiotopoulos T et al, 2014



Medico-social centres

• Established in 2006  eventually ~ 30 centres
• Close to Roma settlements
• Medical and social services
• Roma community involvement
• Aim to promote integration
• Since 2009: serious underfunding, closure of the large 

majority



Conclusions - 1

• The economi crisis in Greece: deep and prolonged
• Mass emigration of young people, decrease of birth 

rate: long-term implications
• The refugee crisis: disproportionate burden on Greece, 

a mother and child issue
• Impact on health: not a single pattern, areas of 

uncertainty
• Response to the crisis: austerity and horizontal cuts



Conclusions - 2

• Issues to address
• Priority to structural reforms of the health system (e.g. 

primary health care, public health, children in need)
• No horizontal cuts  judgement, planning according to needs
• Public debate: shift from an exclusively “financial discourse” 

to include values of equity and welfare as criteria for health 
policies



Thank you
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